
Botticelli, Goya, Gentileschi Fuel Sotheby’s $91
M. Old Masters Auction

On Thursday early morning, Sotheby’s held its marquee Old Masters sale in New York that created $76
million on the hammer (or $91 million with purchaser’s costs). While the outcome fulfilled expectations,
landing within the pre-sale quote series of $731 million–$886 million, the quantity called in a fair bit listed
below in 2015’s comparable sale overall of $1145 million (with costs), which was the greatest overall for
an Old Masters night sale attained in your home’s history.

Sotheby’s Old Master paintings expert David Pollack required to the rostrum to lead the sale, which
occurred at your house’s York Avenue head office. The sale space drew a jam-packed crowd with bidders
getting involved on the flooring, the tone of the space was focused and controlled– common of a
classification that draws in a more scholastic crowd to its sales. The 55- lot auction saw a below-average
sell-through rate of 74.5 percent, will 41 lots selling. 2 paintings, consisting of a scene of castle ruins by 17
th-century Dutch painter Jacob van Ruisdael, were withdrawn prior to the sale’s start.

Related Articles

As has actually ended up being normal at significant auctions, 11 works, amongst them images by Sandro
Botticelli, Peter van Mol, and Bellini, were backed by monetary warranties, indicating if they stopped
working to cost the sale, a purchaser had actually currently been protected. Together, these 11 works
generated an overall of $63 million (with purchaser’s charges), accounting for a large 70 percent of the
sale’s $91 million overall.

Though the buzz surrounding the sale was sustained by a rare-to-market Botticelli picture, it remained in
reality need for smaller sized prize works by lesser-known artists from centuries ago that showed to still be
fertile with in Old Masters purchasing at auction. Records were set throughout the auction for pieces by
Peter van Mol, Nicolaes Pickenoy, Anne Vallayer-Coster and Sophie Frémiet Rude.
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Sotheby’s New York Old Masters sale, January 27, 2022. Julian Cassady Photography

The leading great deal of the sale was a picture of a thorn-crowned Christ by Sandro Botticelli. Dating
from ca. 1500,  Man of Sorrows  was backed by an irreversible quote and cost $454 million (with costs). It
had actually hammered at $393 million, simply listed below its expectation of $40 million, and went to a
purchaser on the phone with Sotheby’s New York Old Masters professional Elizabeth Lobkowicz. Her
customer vanquished another figured out bidder on the phone with another professional, Christopher
Apostle, to win the work. Almost 60 years earlier,  Man of Sorrows cost auction for ?10,000, where the
seller, a confidential American, bought it.

Rewinding a couple of centuries, a life-sized ancient Egyptian limestone, dating from the late 5th dynasty
(ca. 2440 B.C.E.), cost $9.9 million to a bidder on the phone with Sotheby’s antiquities expert Alexandra
Olsman, who thrived over 2 other bidders, who were on the phone with Sotheby’s chairman Brooke
Lampley and New York modern art expert Ashkan Baghestani. The artifact cost 3 times its $3 million price
quote.

Another big-ticket product that concerned the sale with an irreversible quote was Flemish painter Peter
van Mol’s Diogenes with his lantern searching for a sincere male(1969), an extremely comprehensive
making of 5 figures gathered together under remarkable lighting. It had actually when been owned by
mega-collector Baron Rothschild and was offered in today sale by Swiss financier and banking beneficiary
Jacqui E. Safra. It chose $5.8 million, more than double its $2 million quote, setting a brand-new record for
the artist.
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Artemisia Gentileschi,  Portrait of a seated woman, three-quarter length, in a fancy and gold-
embroidered outfit, perhaps Caterina Savelli, Principessa di Albano, ca. 1620.

Safra likewise parted with other rarities that had actually long remained in his collection throughout this
sale. 2 ensured works by 17 th-century Italian artist Artemisia Gentileschi that Safra purchased in the
1990 s satisfied their expectations. The very first,  Portrait of a seated girl, three-quarter length, in a 
sophisticated and gold-embroidered outfit, potentially Caterina Savelli, Principessa di Albano (1620) cost
$2.7 million, versus a quote of $2 million. Another of Gentileschi’s,  Susanna and the Elders(ca. 1638), a
massive scriptural scene in which the lead character Susanna is preyed upon by 2 surrounding senior
citizens, cost $2.1 million, versus a price quote of $1.8 million. The sale recognized the 2nd and 3rd
greatest auction rates for the artist, for whom your home has actually been just recently fielding
“substantial need” for, according to Calvine Harvey, an Old Masters expert at your home. A representative
for Safra, who is a routine consignor to Sotheby’s informed  ARTnews prior to the sale that the
octogenarian collector felt the 2 paintings ought to remain in a museum, however did not elaborate
regarding why the collector had actually put the develop for sale, instead of contributing them to an
organization.

It was a set of oil pictures of a Dutch couple painted by Nicolaes Pickenoy that saw among the day’s most
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perky bidding durations.  Portrait of a guy in black  and  Portrait of a woman in black ( both 1635) include
the caretakers dealing with each other in historic black clothes. Going to a bidder on the phone with
Apostle, it hammered at $880,000($ 1.1 million with charges), practically doubleits $450,000 high quote.
The outcome likewise doubled the previous auction record set for Pickenoy in 2020 when another set of
his pendant pictures cost $537,345 at Christie’s London. Somewhere else in the sale,  Portrait of the 
Marquis de Cabellero … Order of Santiago(1807), by Francisco Goya, cost $2.2 million, more than 5
times its $400,000 price quote. It was provided by the Miami-based charity CINTAS Foundation,
developed by Cuban industrialist and collector Oscar B. Cintas.

In Thursday’s sale, Sotheby’s intended to continue the momentum acquired throughout its New York
comparable sale in 2015, which enhanced the classification’s image when Botticelli’s  Portrait of a Young 
guy(ca. 1500) cost $92 million, a record for both the artist and an Old Master painting at auction. Now,
your home is trying to keep that buzz, by anchoring its sales with examples by heavyweight art historic
names, like Botticelli and Goya, flanking them with uncommon works by their lower recognized
contemporaries.

.
Source:  Botticelli, Goya, Gentileschi Fuel Sotheby’s $91 M. Old Masters Auction
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https://www.artnews.com/art-news/market/sothebys-old-masters-sale-january-2022-botticelli-gentileschi-1234616896/

